
Introduction 

Think of this as your pre-flight checklist. Before you launch your music into the 
world, these are the essential systems you need to have in place. A strong start leads 

to a longer, more sustainable journey. Mark each task as complete! 

Phase 1: Craft Your Unique Blueprint 

• Articulate Your "Why": Write down the core message you want listeners to take 
away from your music. 

• Identify Your Sound Archetype: Define your music using 3 descriptive words (e.g., 
"Atmospheric," "Rhythm-Driven," "Lyrical-Storytelling"). 

• Know Your Audience Avatar: Briefly describe your ideal fan's lifestyle, not just 
demographics (e.g., "They listen to music while working remotely," "They discover 
new artists on TikTok," "They attend small local festivals"). 

• Competitive Analysis: List 3 artists in a similar lane whose career paths you admire. 
Note what they do well. 

Phase 2: Lock Down Your Digital Real Estate 

• Domain & Handles: Secure your artist name as a .com domain and as a handle on 
all key social platforms (even ones you might not use yet). 

• Create a Central Hub: Set up a simple landing page (using Carrd, Linktree, or a 
basic website) that links to ALL your music and socials in one place. 

• Profile Consistency: Use the same high-quality profile picture and bio summary 
across all platforms for instant recognition. 

• Claim Your Profiles: Claim your artist profile on Spotify for Artists, Apple Music 
for Artists, and YouTube Channel to access analytics and control your image. 

Phase 3: Protect Your Work & Set Up Royalties 

• Master Ownership: Verify you own the rights to your recordings. Understand the 
terms of any studio/producer agreements. 

• Songwriting Registration: Register your original songs with the U.S. Copyright 
Office (or your country's equivalent) to protect your compositions. 

• Join a Performance Rights Org (PRO): Sign up with ASCAP, BMI, or SESAC to 
collect publishing royalties for public performances. 

• Select a Music Distributor: Choose a digital distributor to get your music onto 
streaming services. Compare their pricing, royalty splits, and features. 



Phase 4: Build Your Operational Engine 

• Separate Finances: Open a dedicated bank account or use a financial tracker like 
Monarch/YouNeedABudget to separate your music income and expenses. 

• Create a Release Budget: Outline all potential costs for your next release 
(Recording, Mixing/Mastering, Artwork, Marketing, Distributor Fee). 

• Develop a Content Cadence: Brainstorm 5 different types of short-form video 
content you can create from one song (e.g., lyric snippet, recording process, story 
behind the song). 

• Build a Simple EPK: Create a one-page Electronic Press Kit with your photo, bio, 
music links, and contact info. Store it on your website for easy access. 

Phase 5: Activate Your Network & Live Presence 

• Map Your Local Scene: List 5 local venues, podcasters, or bloggers who support 
emerging artists in your genre. 

• Prepare a Live Set: Have a tight 3-song or 15-minute set rehearsed and ready to 
perform at a moment's notice. 

• Strategic Networking: Make a list of 5 local artists you could genuinely support and 
potentially collaborate with. 

• Engage Daily: Dedicate 10-15 minutes each day to replying to comments and 
engaging with followers' stories to build a real community. 

Conclusion: 
Congratulations! By completing this checklist, you've moved from being just a 

creator to becoming a professional artist-entrepreneur. This disciplined foundation 
is what allows for true creative freedom. For advanced strategies on marketing, 

scaling your income, and navigating the business of music, this is the work we dive 
into deeply in "The Independent Artist Playbook." 

 

Your Next Step: From Foundation to Empire 
Learn the Advanced Strategies in The Independent Artist Playbook 

Get Your Copy Now! https://a.co/d/2nU6kAN  

 

 

https://a.co/d/2nU6kAN


Inside the Full Book, You'll Discover: 

• The Fan-Funnel Formula: How to systematically turn listeners into a dedicated, 
paying community. 

• Decoding Contracts: Understanding deal terms, licensing agreements, and 
negotiation tactics to protect your interests. 

• Revenue Beyond Streaming: Mastering income streams like sync licensing, 
merchandise, online lessons, and live performances. 

• Data-Driven Decisions: How to use your streaming analytics to plan tours, target 
ads, and make smarter creative choices. 

• Building a Long-Term Legacy: Crafting a 3-year vision plan for your music career. 
 


